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MARK HUTCHINGS 
Statement 

HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan) [9.53 pm]: I stand tonight to recognise the achievements of a very 
special young man. Some members may remember that I spoke of this young man about a decade ago. The then 
coach of the mighty West Perth Falcons, Bill Monaghan, had requested that I speak with him. He had been struggling 
somewhat, having been delisted from the St Kilda Football Club after being drafted just one year prior. What was 
most confusing for him was the lack of clarity around his delisting. Understandably, this young man was devastated. 
Considering the fact that I had previously coached and worked with a number of elite athletes, particularly tennis 
players, Bill would frequently ask me to speak with various players, as the variable for success at the elite level 
transcends all sporting disciplines. On this occasion, as always, I was delighted to assist. 
The name of this young man is Mark Hutchings. I brought Mark to Parliament for lunch at our first meeting. I was 
immediately impressed by his sincere nature and raw honesty. He was still struggling from his delisting from 
St Kilda; however, he was genuinely motivated at the prospect of playing for the Falcons. I vividly remember 
asking him what he intended to do with his football career into the future. He responded that he was going to enjoy 
his time at the Falcons with his mates and was not seriously contemplating another crack at the Australian Football 
League given the fact that St Kilda had indicated that he would not make the grade. I strongly refuted the value 
judgement provided to him by St Kilda and recommended that he should never allow the negative views of others 
to determine his destiny. I reminded him that if he has the capacity to compete at a particular level, he most definitely 
has the ability to succeed at that level. He had shown that he had the ability to be drafted into an AFL team, and that 
should not change as a result of the view of one coach from one team, particularly a Victorian team. His response 
was phenomenal. It was evident to me that he still desperately wanted to play at the AFL level and that he would 
commit to doing whatever was required to achieve this goal. 
In essence, there was simply no reason that he could not make it at the elite level. He was an extremely skilled 
footballer and talented athlete; he was strong, highly disciplined and self-motivated. This is a rich tapestry of the 
ingredients required for success at the elite level of sport. In addition, he has an extremely strong and supportive 
family fabric, with his father, Warren; mother, Kathryn; and brother, Michael. His father in particular was extremely 
supportive and has attended almost every training session of Mark’s entire career. And the rest, as they say, is history. 
In summary, at the age of 18, Mark was overlooked at the national draft in November 2009; however, he was selected 
by St Kilda Football Club with the twentieth pick in the following month’s rookie draft. He spent most of the season 
playing for Sandringham Football Club, St Kilda’s Victorian Football League’s affiliate, playing 12 games and 
kicking three goals. However, he was delisted by St Kilda at the end of the 2010 season, without having played 
a senior match for the club. 
After returning to Western Australia, Mark was recruited by the mighty West Perth Football Club, the Falcons. He 
made his senior debut for the Falcons in the second round of the 2011 season and was outstanding early in the season. 
West Perth was undefeated in its first eight games, and Mark was the leader of the Western Australian Footballer of 
the Year competition after nine rounds. He finished the season with 21 games for West Perth, and polled 21 votes 
to finish fourteenth in the Sandover Medal. 
Following on from his form for West Perth, Mark nominated for the 2011 AFL draft, but was again overlooked, 
despite having excelled at both West Australian Football League and AFL-run draft combines. His excellent 
form during the 2012 season led to his selection in the state team to play against South Australia, where he was 
the youngest player in the side. He played another 20 games for West Perth during the season, and was awarded 
the Breckler Medal as the club’s best and fairest player. In the Sandover Medal, he polled 51 votes to finish second 
behind Claremont’s Kane Mitchell, the highest number of votes ever polled by a West Perth player. To put it 
mildly, Mark had a stellar year. 
In the 2012 national draft, Mark was rewarded for his outstanding form and was selected by the West Coast Eagles 
with the sixtieth pick overall. What a wonderful tribute for this impressive young man. He is a living, breathing 
manifestation of facing adversity with strength. Mark was drafted by the Eagles exclusively due to his performance, 
his attitude and his potential. He was not motivated by proving St Kilda wrong; rather, to be the best that he could 
be. His drafting into the Eagles was reward for effort. 
Mark began the 2013 season with West Perth, and after several 25-plus disposal games, he was named to make his senior 
debut for the Eagles against the Brisbane Lions, and recorded 15 disposals. He played most of the remainder of the 
season for West Coast, filling a midfield role after a run of injuries to other players, with a high of 26 disposals against 
the Western Bulldogs. Against Fremantle, he recorded 16 tackles, which was both a club record and an overall season 
record, as well as the equal third-highest tackle count since the statistic was first recorded in 1987. At the conclusion 
of West Coast’s AFL season, Mark returned to West Perth to play in the WAFL finals. West Perth went on to win 
the Grand Final by 49 points, and he was awarded the Simpson Medal for best afield with 29 disposals and three goals. 
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In his second season with the Eagles, Mark became a regular member of the side. After a delayed start to the year 
due to a back injury and a couple of games at the Eagles affiliate WAFL club, East Perth, he broke into the side in 
round five and became an important part of the midfield rotation. In the second half of the year, he was used in 
a tagging role to good effect. Over the next couple of years, Mark slowly worked his way into the midfield rotation 
and became one of the league’s most potent taggers. In 2017, after spending some time at the Eagles WAFL team, 
East Perth, in the first half of the season and regularly getting tagging roles against one of the opposition’s more 
dangerous players such as Gary Ablett Jr and Patrick Dangerfield, Mark was named Best Clubman at the end of 
year awards. 
President, 2018 was a sensational year in Mark’s football career, most notably his performance in the 2018 grand 
final, in which he kept Collingwood champion Steele Sidebottom to 14 disposals after Sidebottom had 41 disposals 
in the preliminary final the week prior. Mark had 15 disposals and kicked a goal himself in that game. West Coast 
won the game by five points, making Mark a premiership player—the pinnacle for any AFL career. In addition to 
his premiership medal he was rewarded with a maiden top-10 finish in the John Worsfold Medal count. Over the next 
couple of years, Mark continued to perform consistently well in a number of roles, including wingman and defensive 
forward. However, a number of injuries plagued him throughout 2020, with a knee injury keeping him out of the side 
until deep into the season. He also injured a hamstring in his third match and ultimately could not force his way 
back in for the club’s losing elimination final. 
After 120 games, his contract with the West Coast Eagles concluded at the end of the 2021 season—the end of 
a genuinely magnificent AFL career. Although I am disappointed that I will not be able to watch Mark run out with 
the Eagles, I am delighted that he will be pulling on the number 8 for the mighty Falcons in 2022; he is coming home. 
Mark is an exceptional young man in all respects. To succeed at the elite level of any sporting discipline you evidently 
need to have ability and skill. However, the single most significant variable that determines ultimate success is the 
mental component. History is littered with unfulfilled potential in the sporting field—not due to a lack of ability, 
but rather, a lack of commitment to developing the appropriate mindset. To succeed at the elite level, the athlete must 
commit to a disciplined process, mindful that this will elicit a positive outcome. In addition, they must wake up every 
single day with an insatiable desire to improve, with no excuses. Mark Hutchings most definitely met these criteria 
and the outcome took care of itself. He can reflect upon his AFL career with tremendous pride and with no regrets. 
He can reflect on it and know, with complete confidence that without exception, he made the commitment to be the 
best that he could be, every single day. 
Personally, over the past decade, Mark and I have been through a lot together, particularly over the past two years. 
Countless dinners, phone calls, catch ups, extraordinary highs and devastating and sometimes debilitating lows. 
I am in no doubt that Mark will continue to succeed in all that he pursues post his AFL career. He has set himself 
up financially, bought a home and secured an exercise and sports science degree. In addition, he has established 
his own business, Complete Athlete Australia. He will use his new venture to assist others by utilising the wisdom 
and experience that he has established while competing at the elite level of football. 
I congratulate Mark on his truly remarkable football career and for all that he has achieved. I am so very proud of 
him. He is a special young man. He is my special young friend and I am extremely confident that for him, this is 
just the start. The best is yet to come. 
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